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The history of the State sketches in coarse out-
line the progress of thought, and follows at a
distance the delicacy of culture and of aspira-
tion.

The theory of politics which has possessed the
mind of men, and which they have expressed the
best they could in their laws and in their revolu-
tions, considers persons and property as the two
objects for whose protection government exists.
Of persons, all have equal rights, in virtue of be-
ing identical in nature. This interest, of course,
with its whole power demands a democracy.
Whilst the rights of all as persons are equal, in
virtue of their access to reason, their rights in
property are very unequal. One man owns his
clothes, and another owns a county. This ac-
cident, depending primarily on the skill and
virtue of the parties, of which there is every de-
gree, and secondarily on patrimony, falls un-
equally, and its rights, of course, are unequal.
Personal rights, universally the same, demand a
government framed on the ratio of the census;
property demands a government framed on the
ratio of owners and of owning. Laban, who has
flocks and herds, wishes them looked after by an
officer on the frontiers,' lest the Midianites shall
drive them off; and pays a tax to that end. Jacob
has no flocks or herds and no fear of the Midian-
ites, and pays no tax to the officer. It seemed fit
that Laban and Jacob should have equal rights